
Frequently asked
questions on the 
Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 Vaccine.

WHAT SHOULD I DO ABOUT SIDE EFFECTS? 

If you experience a severe allergic reaction, call LAU Medical 
Center- Rizk Hospital hotline number on 6245.

Call the vaccination center or your healthcare provider if you have any 
side effects that bother you or do not go away.

KEEP YOUR VACCINATION CARD 

When you get your first dose, you will get a vaccination card to show 
you when to return for your second dose of Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine. Remember to bring your card when you return.

WHAT IF I AM PREGNANT 
OR BREASTFEEDING? 

If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, discuss your options with your 
healthcare provider. 

WILL THE PFIZER-BIONTECH COVID-19 
VACCINE GIVE ME COVID-19? 

No. The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine does not contain 
SARS-CoV-2 and cannot give you COVID-19.

CAN I RECEIVE THE PFIZER-BIONTECH 
COVID-19 VACCINE WITH OTHER VACCINES? 

There is no information on the use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine with other vaccines.



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU
GET THIS VACCINE 

WHAT IS COVID-19? 

WHAT SHOULD YOU MENTION TO YOUR 
VACCINATION PROVIDER BEFORE YOU GET 
THE PFIZER-BIONTECH COVID-19 VACCINE? 

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine is a vaccine and may prevent 
you from getting COVID-19. 

There is no U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved 
vaccine to prevent COVID-19.

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine is administered as a 2-dose 
series, 3 weeks apart, into the muscle. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine may not protect everyone. 

COVID-19 disease is caused by a coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2. This 
type of coronavirus has not been seen before. You can get COVID-19 
through contact with another person who has the virus. It is predomi-
nantly a respiratory illness that can affect other organs. People with 
COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported, ranging from 
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2 to 14 days 
after exposure to the virus. Symptoms may include:

• fever or chills
• cough
• shortness of breath 
• fatigue 
• muscle or body ache
• headache
• new loss of taste or smell
• sore throat
• congestion or runny nose
• nausea or vomiting
• diarrhea. 

WHO SHOULD GET THE PFIZER-BIONTECH 
COVID-19 VACCINE? 

FDA has authorized the emergency use of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine in individuals 16 years of age and older. 

WHO SHOULD NOT GET THE PFIZER-
BIONTECH COVID-19 VACCINE? 

WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF THE PFIZER-
BIONTECH COVID-19 VACCINE? 

You should not get the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine if you: 

• had a severe allergic reaction after a previous dose of this vaccine 
• had a severe allergic reaction to any ingredient of this vaccine.
 
If you receive one dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, 
you should receive a second dose of this same vaccine 3 weeks later 
to complete the vaccination series.

Side effects that have been reported with the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine include: 
• injection site pain 
• tiredness 
• headache 
• muscle pain 
• chills 
• joint pain 
• fever 
• injection site swelling 
• injection site redness 
• nausea 
• feeling unwell 
• swollen lymph nodes (lymphadenopathy) 

There is a remote chance that the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine 
could cause a severe allergic reaction. A severe allergic reaction would 
usually occur within a few minutes to one hour after getting a dose of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine. For this reason, your 
vaccination provider may ask you to stay at the place where you 
received your vaccine for monitoring after vaccination. Signs of a 
severe allergic reaction can include: 

• Difficulty breathing 
• Swelling of your face and throat 
• A fast heartbeat 
• A bad rash all over your body 
• Dizziness and weakness 

Tell the vaccination provider about all of your medical conditions, 
including if you: 

• have any allergies 
• have a fever 
• have a bleeding disorder or are on a blood thinner 
• are immunocompromised or are on a medicine that affects your
   immune system 
• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant 
• are breastfeeding 
• have received another COVID-19 vaccine 


